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book, the brief title of which was the Augustinus.
He drew,  from   a   one-sided   reading of   St.
Augustine, as have so many before and since,
doctrines   approaching   and   sometimes   going
across  the  borderline  of   heresy   especially  in
the matter of free will.   From him came the
whole body of opinion called in France " Jansen-
ism,"  the resemblance of which to  Calvinism
on   account   of  this   central   tendency   (which
might almost be called an affirmation against
the freedom of the will and the corresponding
insistence upon Predestination) brought it into
violent   conflict  with   the   Jesuits,   whom   the
Jansenists  accused  of laxity.   They said  that
the Jesuits, in their effort to reconquer Europe
for Catholicism, had made things too easy for
the world and its weaknesses.   Especially did
they attack those who among the Jesuits had
favoured the more liberal and indulgent casuistical
decisions.
The word " Casuist" has been very stupidly
given a bad name by people who do not under-
stand it. It simply means the application of
morals to a particular case, and especially to
a difficult case. For instance, the commandment
of God forbids us to kill our fellowmen. But
are there cases in which, in spite of this com-
mandment, we may kill our fellowmen without
sin? Ninety-nine people out of a hundred